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Minister’s Message
Welcome to the latest edition of 
the Actsmart Schools newsletter, 
featuring highlights from a recent 

Actsmart Schools workshop ‘Delivering Sustainability 
Education through the Curriculum’.  The workshop 
coincided with the release of the new Actsmart 
Schools Curriculum Best Practice Guide, which is 
now aligned to the Australian Curriculum. 

It’s fantastic to hear about creative ways to develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills through the curriculum.  This illustrates 
how teachers and students will be equipped to make a valuable 
contribution to the achievement of a sustainable ACT as a result 
of their involvement with Actsmart Schools.

Congratulations to St Francis Xavier College for 
winning the Young Legends category at the Keep 
Australia Beautiful ACT Sustainable Cities Award, 
and also to Wanniassa Hills Primary School and 
St Clare of Assisi Primary School for receiving 
commendations for their entries. The Young 
Legends Award recognises achievements by a 
group of young people who have contributed to 
the sustainability of their community. 
Hawker College’s Gaia Group, a student 
led environmental action group, was also 
a finalist in this category.

Simon Corbell MLA
Minister for the Environment

Accreditation in the area of school grounds and biodiversity awarded to

Signed: ____________________________________

Date:_______________________________

This school has achieved accreditation in the area of school grounds and 

biodiversity, waste and energy and will now focus on water and curriculum.

school grounds and biodiversity 

accreditation

Farrer Primary School

Director-General, Environment and Planning Directorate

Actsmart Schools

Is your school ready for 
accreditation?

Be rewarded for your schools’ 
contribution to sustainability.

Actsmart Schools is keen to 
increase the number of schools 
with Five Star accreditation. 
Contact us if your school is 
ready for assessment in any of 
the five focus areas – energy, 
waste, water, school grounds/
biodiversity and curriculum.

Receive a framed certificate and 
excellent teaching resources for 
your efforts (books, solar kits, gift 
vouchers, toys, games etc).

Accreditation in the area of waste awarded to

Signed: ____________________________________

Date:_______________________________This school has achieved accreditation in the area of waste and will now focus on 

water, school grounds and biodiversity, energy and curriculum.

waste accreditation

Blue Gum Community School
Director-General, Environment and Planning Directorate

Actsmart Schools

curriculum  best practice guide

Actsmart Schools
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‘Education for sustainability acknowledges the 
crucial role education plays as individuals and 
communities work towards sustainability.’

One of the goals of the Melbourne Declaration on 
Educational Goals for Young Australians is for all young 
Australians to become active and informed citizens 
with a commitment to action. Young Australians 
are encouraged to ‘work for the common good, in 
particular sustaining and improving natural and social 
environments and to be responsible global citizens’.

Actsmart Schools recently held Delivering Sustainability 
Education through the Curriculum, a workshop for 
teachers.  Presentations from leading ACT teachers  
and Cool Australia (Melbourne) showed how to deliver 
sustainability education through the curriculum, content 
and teaching and learning practices. The workshop 
showed examples of best practice and how and where to 
integrate sustainability using the Australian Curriculum. 

Sustainability is one of three priority areas in the 
Australian Curriculum. The priority encompasses a:

 4  sustainability statement in the overview of several 
learning areas, describing how sustainability can be 
addressed within the learning area 

 4  series of organising ideas grouped under three 
headings (Systems, World Views, Futures).
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New updated Actsmart Schools Curriculum Best Practice Guide (BPG)

Actsmart Schools Curriculum Best Practice Guide (BPG) has been updated to 
align with the Australian Curriculum. It supports the three key planks of the 
Sustainability Priority – Systems, World Views and Futures.

The guide provides step-by-step 
actions and is a point of reference to:

 4  review the current status of 
sustainability education in your 
school curriculum 

 4  provide guidance on how and 
where to integrate sustainability 
into teaching and learning 
programs using the Australian 
Curriculum 

 4  incorporate sustainability education 
into school improvement or 
strategic plans

 4  develop and deliver authentic 
student learning experiences

 4  introduce new environmentally 
sustainable practices into the school

 4  educate the whole-school 
community (staff and students) 
about sustainability

 4  engage the whole-school 
community in the sustainable 
management of the school, and 

 4  contribute to the Carbon Neutral  
ACT Government Framework and 
ACT Waste Management Strategy 
2011–2025.

3  CURRICULUM BEST PRACTICE GUIDE

The first thing you need to do is review the 
current status of sustainability education in your 
school. This will identify areas that need to be 
addressed and assist in the development of a 
curriculum action plan. 

Work through the five phases listed below. Each 
phase has step-by-step actions that are outlined 
in this guide:

1.  Getting Started

2.  Professional Development

3.   Integrating Education for Sustainability  
across the Curriculum

4.  Authentic Learning Experiences

5.  Reviewing and Evaluating

These phases will provide your staff with 
the knowledge, understanding and skills to 
deliver effective sustainability education and 
adopt sustainable practices that will increase 
your school community’s awareness and 
understanding of environmental sustainability.

After your school has completed all the phases 
in the guide, conduct another review to see if 
improvements have been made in the delivery of 
sustainability education.

You don’t have to complete all the tasks in this 
guide. When you think your school is delivering 
effective sustainability education through 
the curriculum, has a common understanding 
of sustainability and has introduced new 
sustainable practices that are curriculum linked 
contact an Actsmart Schools Officer. The officer 
will assess your school for accreditation in the 
effective delivery of sustainability education.

curriculum  
best practice guide

Actsmart Schools
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STEPS 
ACTIONS AND HINTS

1

2

phase 1: getting started

Establish a curriculum leadership team

•  The team will coordinate the implementation of the five phases of this 

best practice guide.

•  Ensure your team includes your curriculum coordinator or interested 

teachers.

•  The first task of the team is to conduct a review of the status of 

sustainability education in the school.

Review the current status of sustainability education in the school, 

identify gaps and incorporate new teaching and learning 

•  Identify the learning areas where environmental sustainability is 

currently being addressed in the school. 

•  Scope what sustainability education is occurring in the school, in 

particular student learning experiences, including those associated 

with celebrating special environment days that support the curriculum.

•  Identify other learning areas that could be linked to the teaching of 

sustainability but are not traditionally recognised as such. Select an 

environmental theme or issue in the context of the school, for example, 

the declining number of birds in the school grounds. Undertake 

learning tasks focussing on the theme. Tasks may include: 

 -  English – writing a persuasive letter or information report with 

recommendations of how to attract more birds into the school grounds

 -  Mathematics – the probability of the loss of more birds if the current 

situation continues.

•  Identify where these new learning opportunities can be integrated into 

teaching and learning programs using the Australian Curriculum. This 

will be more challenging in a high school where different learning areas 

work quite independently of each other.

•  To assist you, read the overview of each learning area in the Australian 

Curriculum. Some areas have a sustainability statement that clearly 

defines how sustainability can be addressed. Also read the content 

descriptions, elaborations and achievement standard for each learning 

area. This will provide information to assist you to develop appropriate 

assessment tasks and report student progress. To find the relevant 

content descriptions, select the learning area and apply a filter over 

the curriculum only choosing ‘sustainability’. However, remember you 

can still address sustainability through other learning areas where 

sustainability is not highlighted. Think laterally!     



4              Actsmart Schools Newsletter November 2015

Maribyrnong Primary School, Students, 
Renewable Energy, Australian Curriculum

The ACT Kids Teaching Kids Conference in 
September attracted over 150 students. Schools 
participated as an audience or presented a 
student workshop. Student mentors from ANU 
assisted students to develop their workshops. 

Maribyrnong Primary School students gave 
an excellent presentation on renewable 
energy. The workshop ticked off many content 
descriptions from the Australian Curriculum 
across several learning areas and student levels. 

Here’s how Maribyrnong Primary School 
students held the audience captive during 
their presentation.

The students 
researched solar panels 

and the solar power system 
recently installed on the school 
roof. They drew a solar panel 
poster, and explained it to the 

students who attended 
Kids Teaching Kids.

The students set 
up this model of a solar 

hot water system an hour 
before the workshop so the 
warm water could be felt in 

the plastic bottle.
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The students also set up wind turbines. The basic 
set up was a motor on a stand with a mounting that 
allowed cardboard turbine blades to be attached.  A 
regular desk fan provided the wind. The turbines 
produced enough electricity to power an LED light.    

Hydro electricity was explained using a water wheel 
the students had made. 

The school has a steadily growing 
collection of solar toys and the 
students did a ‘show and tell’ and let 
the audience play with the toys to 
demonstrate how sunlight can be used 
to produce electricity.

The students also performed a 
renewable energy play. 

Maribyrnong Primary 
School Workshop
Links to the Australian Curriculum

The workshop linked to the following 
areas of the Australian Curriculum:

 4 Science as a Human Endeavour

 4 Earth and Space Sciences

 4 Physical Sciences

 4 Science Skills

 4 Sustainability

 4 English Literacy 

For a list of the content descriptions from 
the Australian Curriculum addressed in 
the workshop contact Jenny Dibley at 
jenny.dibley@act.gov.au  
or phone 6207 6430

What’s on in 2016?
SEE-Change Parliament of Youth on 
Sustainability

The parliament gives ACT students the chance 
to have their say on what actions should be 
taken to reduce Canberra’s ecological footprint 
and to present their ideas to their peers and local 

politicians. The project culminates in a one-day Parliament of Youth on Sustainability on 30 May 
2016 (week 6, term 2) at the ANU. For more information about the project go to  
www.see-change.org.au/parliamentofyouth or phone 6231 2452.

ACT State of the Environment Report

Due for release in early 2016, the report assesses the state and trends of the ACT’s biophysical 
environment, including air, biodiversity, land, water and heritage, over the last four years. It also 
looks at the pressures on the environment and the way that climate change and human needs 
are driving environmental change.  The development of teaching resources and fact sheets 
arising from the report will provide valuable learning opportunities for students.



6              Actsmart Schools Newsletter November 2105

The new Actsmart Schools Curriculum Best Practice Guide outlines 
authentic learning experiences – here are examples of some.

These learning experiences can be integrated into teaching and learning 
programs using the Australian Curriculum.

Contact Actsmart Schools for a copy of the Curriculum Best Practice Guide

 

Learning 
experience Advantages Activities

‘In school’ 
activities Wh   ole school participation Waste free lunch or a ‘swap day’

Local 
resources 

A systems approach to 
sustainability showing the 
connections between human 
activity in the ACT and local 
ecosystems

Create a frog pond – contact ACT Frogwatch and Waterwatch for 
assistance 

Participate in programs offered by local groups e.g. Australian 
National Botanic Gardens, National Arboretum, Landcare

Access the Murray Darling Basin Authority teaching and learning 
programs linked to the Australian Curriculum: www.mdba.gov.au

National and  
international 
events

Whole school participation

Sponsors of these events 
generally provide excellent 
teaching and learning 
programs and hands-on 
activities aligned to the 
Australian Curriculum

Participate in events such as National Recycling Week, Earth Hour or  
Nude Food Month.

Refer to the Actsmart Schools calendar of events:  
www.actsmart.act.gov.au

Values 
education 

Encourages students to 
analyse their own thoughts 
and feelings about an 
environmental issue in the 
school e.g. the amount of 
waste being sent to landfill 

Have students analyse a range of perspectives or world views about 
environmental issues and challenges and compare these to their own 
views e.g. managing waste in a school compared with managing 
waste in a society that depends on waste to make a living.

Futures 
education 

Requires critical reflection 
of current sustainability 
practices/behaviours

Have students compile a survey requiring the whole school to 
critically reflect on their environmental practices/behaviours at 
school. Analyse the findings and determine a preferred future for 
the school – research, plan and implement strategies to achieve the 
preferred future. Ensure the strategies are engaging to get the whole 
school on board.

Inquiry 
learning

 

Encourages students and staff 
to investigate and act on an 
environmental issue in the 
school that concerns them 

Have students investigate electricity and water consumption in the 
school. Research current consumption levels (the business manager 
can provide this information or access it from the school pulse meter 
if your school has one). Analyse the findings, decide on appropriate 
courses of action, implement the actions and monitor results.  Make 
reduction strategies fun and engage the whole school. 

Experiential 
learning

Provides opportunities for 
‘hands on’ sustainability 
activities. These can range 
from scientific predict – 
observe – explain situations to 
drama and creative art.

Examples of activities may include: growing a food garden and 
cooking/selling the produce; implementing strategies to increase 
biodiversity in the school grounds; designing postcards to promote 
sustainable actions the school community can undertake.
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Free Resources
Try these free Actsmart Schools services and resources. 
For information or bookings:

 4  Horticulturist visits and student activities  
Specialised advice; onsite workshop for teachers 
and school community; student gardening sessions. 
Lara Lloyd: 6205 1093  
email: lara.lloyd@act.gov.au 

 4  Waste and energy consultant  
Advice; assistance to establish an energy 
student team; provision of a student energy 
action kit; Energy and Waste Best Practice Guides 
and assistance to establish a waste system. 
Eliza Hopkins: 6207 5612 or 0421 387 894  
email: eliza.hopkins@act.gov.au

 4  Interactive waste display  
Educates to reduce contamination  
in bins; two week loan.    
Jenny Dibley: 6207 6430  
email: jenny.dibley@act.gov.au

 4  Waste and recycling PowerPoint   
A typical ACT school waste and recycling 
system (indoor and outdoor system); shows 
staff and students how a typical system works.  
Jenny Dibley: 6207 6430  
email: jenny.dibley@act.gov.au

actsmart schools

Horticultural Services

Are you interested in finding out how to manage your school 

grounds more sustainably? Yes? Actsmart Schools can help!

Schools can take advantage of free school grounds consultations, 

workshops and gardening sessions run by a qualified horticulturist. 

The horticulturist can visit your school to provide advice on:

 4  creating special gardens (for example food gardens, sensory 

gardens, indigenous gardens or living cubbies)

 4 garden design to reduce energy and water consumption

 4 plant selection
 4 maintaining gardens

 4 keeping chickens

 4 compost and worm farms

 4 creating habitats to increase biodiversity.

School grounds consultations

Our qualified horticulturist will visit your school to provide specialised 

advice on any of the areas mentioned above. Visits are up to one 

and a half hours in duration.

Hands-on gardening workshops for teachers and 

school community members

Schools can request a one-hour onsite workshop for teachers and 

school community members to help increase their knowledge and 

skills on sustainable gardening practices. Topics can be negotiated 

with the Actsmart Schools horticulturist.  

Student gardening sessions

One-hour hands-on gardening sessions can be run with a single 

class (up to 30 students) where they will have the opportunity to 

plant their own seeds or seedlings.

In addition to these horticultural services, the Actsmart Schools 

program provides a range of free resources including a School 

Grounds/Biodiversity Best Practice Guide, professional development 

workshops and newsletters and publications on developing 

sustainable school grounds. Actsmart Schools also has an 

accreditation scheme to reward your efforts.

To access the resources above or to get more involved at your 

school email lara.lloyd@act.gov.au or call the Actsmart Schools 

Officers on 6205 1093 or 6207 6430. Bookings are limited.www.actsmart.act.gov.au

Student energy action kit

Interactive 
waste display
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www.actsmart.act.gov.au

The following organisations have programs and resources related to 
sustainability that are linked to the Australian Curriculum:

 4  Cool Australia: www.coolaustralia.org 
Cool Australia is a not-for-profit organisation that provides free sustainability themed 
curriculum-linked resources for teachers and students.

 4  Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Foundation (SAKGF):  
www.kitchengardenfoundation.org.au  
Even if your school is not part of this program, the website has a range of curriculum 
aligned resources on school food gardens. Some are available for free whereas others are 
available at a cost.

 4  Australian Organic Schools: www.organicschools.com.au 
The website provides free online resources for teachers such as lesson plans on the 
design of a school garden, soil health, cropping, harvesting, cooking and nutrition. 
Resources are Australian Curriculum aligned and suitable for primary and middle years.

 4  Junior Landcare: www.juniorlandcare.com.au  
New additions to this website include ‘How To Guides’ and ‘Landcare in the Curriculum 
Teaching and Learning Sequences.’ These sequences support the Australian Curriculum.

 4  ABC Splash: www.splash.abc.net.au 
A website with over 3000 videos, games, and other resources, all mapped to the 
Australian Curriculum.

 4  Australian Science Teachers Association – ASTA: www.asta.edu.au  
A range of programs and projects are outlined on their website. It is easy to search for 
‘sustainability’ themed resources which are curriculum linked.

 4  Origin energy: www.originenergy.com.au/about/community/energy-for-schools.html  
Free resources are aligned to the Australian Curriculum and are designed for primary and 
lower secondary audiences.

 4  Icon Water’s Cotter Dam Education Kit: www.iconwater.com.au/Community-and-
Education/Water-education-tools/Schools-Education-Programs 
An education program to help students in kindergarten to year 10 learn about the 
significance of the new Cotter Dam and the Cotter Precinct. The units are aligned to the 
Australian Curriculum.

Actsmart Schools is a whole-of-school approach to improve the school’s management 
of resources and facilities including energy, waste, water, biodiversity and school 

grounds. It also addresses educational, social and economic issues associated with the 
sustainable management of a school. All ACT schools (both public and non-government 
schools) have registered with the initiative. If your school would like more information 

about the Actsmart Schools program, visit www.actsmart.act.gov.au or contact 
Actsmart Schools on 6207 6430 or jenny.dibley@act.gov.au


