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Leadership in sustainability 
Leadership by staff and students across schools in 
the ACT has shifted students, staff and their 
families towards more sustainable behaviour.  

Tarun Whan from Caroline Chisholm School and Rebecca 
Legge from Fadden Primary School won Actsmart School’s 
Teacher Sustainability Leadership Awards for 2019. Thu Vu 
from Daramalan College and Alexander Roll from Arawang 
Primary won Actsmart School’s Student Sustainability 
Leadership Awards for 2019.  

Teachers Fiona Buining from Merici College and Aaron Fox 
from Sacred Heart Primary School, and students Rebecca 
Price from Brindabella College, and Juliett Straughair from 
St Clare’s College were all highly commended for their 
leadership. 

Staff leadership 

Tarun Whan, known as Mr Taz, is a Science and Digital 
Technology teacher who arrived at Caroline Chisholm 
School in 2016. For 18 months he met after school on 
Fridays with a dedicated group of students called the 
Sustainability Squad. Under his leadership they won 
Actsmart Schools’ Student Leadership Team Award in 2019. 

The list of Tarun’s and the Sustainability Squad’s 
achievements includes: 

 

 

• installation of an electricity monitoring system 
measuring consumption in each building, using the 
data to develop strategies to reduce consumption;  

• organised waste audits leading to the introduction 
of general recycling, soft plastics collection and 
container deposit recycling; 

• establishment of an E-waste community drop-off 
centre in partnership with WV Technologies; 

• initiated Sustainability Ignite – a timetabled 
sustainability lesson each fortnight across the 
school and peer mentoring sustainability lessons in 
the Junior and Pre-school campus delivered by 
Sustainability Squad students. 

As a consequence of Tarun and the Squad 
communicating data and research results, sustainability 
issues are now viewed with importance and are an 
agenda item at school board and P&C council 
meetings.  

Rebecca Legge is the Sustainability Coordinator at 
Fadden Primary School where she nurtures a culture of 
sustainability. Her achievements include: 

• coordination of two student leadership teams – the 
Waste Warriors and the Green team;  

• ran a lunchtime Environment Club; 

• promoted healthy, plastic free lunches 

 

Actsmart Schools Awards 

Sustainability leaders 2019 

http://www.actsmart.act.gov.au/


• implemented and coordinated mixed recycling and 
soft plastics collection in classrooms and the 
playground; 

• initiated and helped students maintain the Bird 
Garden Project; 

• organised a Green Market Day for Year 5 and 6 that 
avoided single use plastics;  

• established a Friends Club for Year 2 in which they 
pick up litter together;  

• promoted healthy, plastic free lunches 

• participated in Lids for Kids, a local Canberra charity.  

Rebecca’s initiatives have been successful because of 
her ability to attract students, ignite their passion and 
harness their energy towards improving the school’s 
sustainability. 

Student leadership 

Thu Vu from Daramalan College was elected as Student 
Leader for the Environment in 2019. Thu was a vocal 
advocate for sustainability speaking at assemblies, 
visiting classes and using social media as a platform for 
connecting with students.  

 

Thu inspired an increase in participation in Clean-up 
Dara Day and built on its success by holding a second 
Clean-up Day at the College. The Keep Cups Drive that 
Thu initiated featured cups that she designed. The drive 
raised money for Intrepid Foundation’s Kelp project in 
Tasmania.  

Through participation in bin audits Thu decided to 
expand Nude Food Day to include a stall, fundraising 
and educational activities centred on waste. Her 
leadership efforts culminated in her organising a 
Climate Change workshop held at Daramalan that 
attracted students from all Year groups.  

Thu’s success as a peer leader can be attributed to her 
maturity, commitment and willingness to use multiple 
techniques to connect with the whole student body. 

Alexander Roll from Arawang Primary enthusiastically 
led his peers in activities largely revolving around waste 
reduction and recycling. His drive was contagious 
engaging all those around him, and action focussed.  

 

On Waste Free Tuesdays he ensured teachers tallied 
the results so he could award the “Dump Truck” trophy 
to the winning class. On Food Scraps Friday Alexander 
coordinated the emptying of bins and relining them 
with newspaper. The soft plastics and general recycling 
were sorted and checked for contamination all 
supervised by Alexander.  

At Easter Alexander ran the Actsmart Schools Easter 
Egg Foil Recycling competition working with a team to 
collect and bale all the foil wrappers. He submitted a 
winning entry in the Planet Ark Recycling Right 
competition and advocated for the Straw No More 
campaign and the ACT Container Deposit Scheme at 
Arawang Primary. You may be astonished to hear that 
Alexander is only 8 years old.  

Thank you to all the staff and student leaders 
across ACT schools who are working with 
passion and enthusiasm to embed a culture of 
sustainability in their schools, and inspire 
individuals and communities to make a 
difference.  

 

Actsmart Schools – here to help! 

• Actsmart Schools provide support to all 
ACT schools to improve their 
sustainability. 

• For more information  

Actsmart Schools website 

Email: Actsmartschools@act.gov.au 

Phone: 6207 6430 

https://actcds.com.au/
https://www.actsmart.act.gov.au/what-can-i-do/schools/actsmart-schools
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