
ACTSMART SCHOOLS CATALOGUE
Resources and Services  

Make positive changes to reduce your school’s 
environmental impact and save costs.

www.actsmart.act.gov.au

FREE resources and services include:

•	 Specialist staff
•	 Waste, energy, water, curriculum and gardening advice
•	 Interactive displays to borrow
•	 Professional development
•	 Teaching resources, posters, videos
•	 Best Practice Guides
•	 Newsletters and case studies



IMPROVE YOUR SCHOOL GROUNDS
The Actsmart Schools Horticulturist will assess 
your school grounds and provide advice on:
• what to grow and garden maintenance
• creating gardens to save energy and water
• �designing school grounds for learning e.g. 

special gardens
• �keeping chickens, composting and worm 

farms 

Receive a comprehensive report  
with recommendations after a visit.

GET WASTE AND ENERGY 
UNDER CONTROL
The Waste and Energy Education Officer 
can:
• advise on reducing energy consumption
• �advise on recycling systems
• �give classroom waste presentations
• �assist students to conduct waste audits
• �deliver free resources e.g. bin stickers, 

educational games and Best Practice 
Guides.

Ask for a visit from the Waste and 
Energy Education Officer.

WORKSHOPS FOR STAFF 
AND STUDENTS

Workshops for teachers, business and 
facilities managers and senior students  
focus on:
• �energy, waste, water, school grounds  

and curriculum  
• �the role of school sustainability coordinators 

All workshops are assessed by the ACT 
Teacher Quality Institute (TQI).

Register for a workshop, Eco Bus Tour,  
or have a workshop designed to suit your 
needs.



REDUCE CONTAMINATION  
OF BINS

Borrow this interactive waste display 
for two weeks to learn about waste 
management. 

The life-sized display includes a range 
of teaching resources shown.

Delivery and pick up is free.

MANAGING FOOD  
WASTE
Borrow this life-sized display for two 
weeks to learn how food scraps can 
be broken down by composting or in a 
worm farm. 

Receive a bonus compost poster,  
factsheet and teacher activity guide.

REDUCE ENERGY  
CONSUMPTION

The Actsmart Schools Student Energy 
Action Kit teaches students about 
reducing school energy consumption.

Kit includes:
• �assembly quiz cards and reward 

stickers
• �energy monitoring sheets and class 

certificates
• energy posters and solar kits

Receive black capes and masks  
for your students.



actsmart.act.gov.au

We are proud to be 
an Actsmart School

creating a sustainable future for 

our students, staff and families

TEACHING RESOURCES

Actsmart Schools continually develops new 
educational resources. Contact us for copies.

• �‘What’s in your waste-free lunchbox?’  
poster and postcards

• �Waste card games

• �Posters: ‘What’s in your school waste bin’,  
Average energy use of a typical ACT school’, and 
‘What does a tonne of greenhouse gas look like? ‘

• �Prizes and certificates for your student green team

All teaching resources are free.

What does a tonne of greenhouse gas look like?The main greenhouse gas, 
carbon dioxide, is colourless and odourless – so it can’t be seen or smelt. However, like all gases, it can be weighed.

A tonne of carbon dioxide occupies the same space as a family home.

A kilogram of carbon dioxide occupies the same space as a large family fridge.
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What’s in your waste-free lunchbox?

KEEP UP TO DATE

Download our case studies (ACT schools) and 
newsletters at www.actsmart.gov.au

Join the mailing list to receive our quarterly 
e-newsletter of events, grants and resources. 

Watch the DIY video success stories on energy, 
waste, school grounds and secondary leadership.
Search ‘Actsmart Schools’ on www.youtube.com

BackgroundEvatt Primary School has around 330 students 

and has been awarded Actsmart Schools Five 

Star Accreditation. Education for sustainability is 

a core school value.

Support for the sustainability program comes 

from the executive team where a part-time 

Sustainability Coordinator is employed to teach 

environmental science classes to all year levels. 

Resources for environmental projects have 

been funded by the savings made from reduced 

landfill bin pickups and money from the feed-in-

tariff of their 10kW solar panel system.

From waste to wonderful

When the Sustainability Coordinator 

decided to introduce recycling to the 

school, the Actsmart Schools Waste 

Education Officer provided expert advice. 

This led to actions such as:

•  introducing paper separation bins, 

which saved the school $60 per month 

because the landfill skip was emptied 

less often. They used this money to 

buy durable mini garbage bins and 

marked them with free Actsmart 

Schools bin stickers

•  placing their recycling, organics and 

landfill bins together in waste stations. 

This resulted in a large reduction 

of the amount of litter in the 

playground 
•  buying washing baskets and 

small bins for paper and 

organics collection in the 

classrooms•  eating times being supervised 

indoors to ensure that correct waste 

sorting habits are formed and litter is 

reduced in the playground

Sustainability 

InitiativesThe Green Team, 

Igor the Eagle 
(Environment 

Award) and Genki 

Denki (Enthusiastic 

Energy Savers) are 

exciting initiatives 

that are changing 

behaviours at Evatt 

Primary School. 

 The Green Team members are trained by the 

Sustainability Coordinator each term to be 

experts in environmental stewardship. They gain 

a whole-school perspective in leading projects 

that reduce the school’s ecological footprint. Two 

representatives from each class are nominated 

for sustainability jobs in their classroom. This 

ensures students from every year level are given 

leadership roles and knowledge is passed on.

 Igor the Eagle Environment Award is presented 

at assembly to the class that has maintained a 

clean classroom during the week. A tidy bag area, 

limited contamination in waste bins and pride in 

their environment contributes to a class winning 

the environment award.
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Lake Tuggeranong College 

   sustainability in the community
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Background

Lake Tuggeranong College is located beside Lake 

Tuggeranong and has 800 students.  

A biology teacher at the College wanted students to 

experience environmental learning that could contribute 

towards their ACT Secondary Certificate. A Registered 

Unit (R Unit) called ‘Sustainability in the Community’ was 

developed by the teacher. After consultation with the 

school executive and students, the R Unit was submitted 

to the Board of Senior Secondary Studies (BSSS) for 

accreditation. The unit was certified in 2013 and contributes 

towards the student’s ACT Senior Secondary Certificate.  

Getting Started

Students were consulted to determine what projects they 

could implement. Students showed a strong passion for 

volunteering to help their community while learning about 

the environment. Projects were developed with the help 

and support of the school and external agencies. To enable 

the students to volunteer in the environment the College 

partnered with Waterwatch, Southern ACT Catchment 

Group, Wanniassa Hills Primary School, Frogwatch and the 

Tuggeranong Community Council. 

Students met before, during and after school hours 

depending on the activity.

Background Maribyrnong Primary School has 430 

students. Due to the active involvement of 

the whole-school community, the school has 

been awarded a Five-Star Accreditation from 

Actsmart Schools.Vision
One of Maribyrnong’s key values is ‘inclusion’, 

which focuses on ensuring students and the 

community are involved and feel ownership of 

sustainability initiatives. Students are taught 

that the small things they do together 

can make a big difference to the world.
Sustainability Initiatives

Waste
•  Maribyrnong Primary School has 

been able to maintain and expand 

its recycling systems over many 

years. All bins are in waste stations 

that are marked with stickers 

explaining what can go in the bin. 

The school also uses a worm farm 

and compost bins to avoid sending 

organic material to landfill.

•  Waste-free Wednesdays are part of the 

school’s culture.  Students are encouraged 

to bring lunch boxes, foil or paper 

wrappings. This is significantly reducing the 

amount of cling wrap, zip lock bags and 

chip packets being brought to school and 

sent to landfill.•  Teachers act as litter monitors in the 

playground to reinforce good behaviours. 

Students spotted picking up litter get a 

raffle ticket to go into a weekly draw for 

the Litter Legend Award.

“It’s everyone’s business, and more 
than just the school, it’s 

the community as well; it’s 
bringing people along and 

getting everyone involved.” 
Jennifer Howard, Principal, 

via ABC News,  23 March 2017
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BE REWARDED FOR YOUR EFFORTS

Schools receive accreditation when they show 
improvements in the management of energy, 
waste, water and school grounds, and linking 
actions to the curriculum.

This involves assessing behaviour,  
infrastructure changes and school performance 
against benchmarks for ACT schools.

Be rewarded with a framed certificate  
and teaching resources (books, gift vouchers, 
toys, games, kits and more!)

To find out more about Actsmart Schools, visit www.actsmart.act.gov.au 

Phone the Actsmart Schools team on 6207 6430 or 6207 6317 or email actsmart@act.gov.au

BE
 A

N
 E

N
ER

G
Y 

DETE
CTIVE!


