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Student led sustainability 
Groups of passionate students throughout the 
ACT have initiated projects to make a difference 
to the sustainability at their schools.  

Many quality projects were submitted to the 2019 Actsmart 
Schools Sustainability Awards, and below are four such 
projects. Each project involved a motivated group of 
students prepared to devote their time and energy to the 
project. 

Night/Day Garden 

Winner: Red Hill Primary School 

The Deadly Boomerangs, a group of young Indigenous 
students, and the Green Team worked together with 
Tyronne Bell from Thunderstone and Adam Shipp from 
Yurbay to create a plan for a night/day bush tucker garden.  

 

Student artwork on the walls of the Night/Day Garden 

 

This collaborative process resulted in students feeling 
ownership of the garden so it will be looked after well into 
the future.  

Students learn about edible plants from the region and 
use the plants in the Red Hill Interest and Pursuits 
Program cooking group.  

 

 
The garden has increased the biodiversity on the school 
grounds, brought the community together and given 
Indigenous students and their families an opportunity 
to share their culture with the school community. 

 

Upcycling passion projects 

Highly commended: Fadden Primary School 

Passionate students worked in small groups at 
lunchtime to research, plan and design projects to 
upcycle common household items destined for landfill.  

Projects included: a quail hotel using a lawnmower 
catcher; a planter using a wooden pallet and plastic 
containers; reusable bags made from T-shirts; and a 
potato worm farm using a washing machine drum.  

This innovative project has diverted waste from landfill, 
encouraged students to think sustainably and 
creatively, benefited the school environment and 
inspired students to participate in other sustainability 
projects in the Canberra community. 

 

 

The Potato Worm Farm recycling passion project 
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Mission Compostable 

Winner: St Francis Xavier College 

Students initiated ‘Mission Compostable’ as the next 
step in their recycling journey and to generate more 
compost for the school gardens as well as reducing 
waste going to landfill. 

Students studied the existing garden compost, 
conducted waste audits and identified the type of food 
waste required to make good garden compost. They 
negotiated approval from the executive, canteen and 
maintenance teams to run a trial beginning in the 
canteen area.  

The students targeted their behaviour change 
campaign to avoid contamination through educating 
fellow students. To avoid odours and insects around the 
collection points they decided to use a Bokashi bin 
system which incorporates microorganisms that 
eliminate odours. Students monitor the bins and hope 
to roll out more across the school in the future. 

Mission Compostable successfully diverted waste from 
landfill, generated material to make good garden 
compost and empowered students with a feeling that 
they can make a difference.

Recycling project 

Highly commended: UC Lake Ginninderra College 

Recycling infrastructure is a game changer because it 
makes it easy for everyone to make the right decision 
for the environment.  

Motivated to reduce their school waste going to landfill, 
students initiated and led a project to introduce a 
three-bin system for separating waste. This was then 
extended to include bins to collect containers for the 
ACT Container Deposit Scheme.  

Waste audits measured the effectiveness of the system 
and identified issues for problem solving. To extend 
their reach students designed a lesson plan on the 
impact of plastic on the environment that is available 
for teachers to use. 

Sustainability is now a frequent topic of conversation at 
the school and there is strong interest in separating 
organic. 

Actsmart Schools – your sustainability 
facitlitators! 

• Actsmart Schools provide support to all
ACT schools to improve their
sustainability

• For more information

Actsmart Schools website

Email: Actsmartschools@act.gov.au

Phone: 6207 6430
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