
 

www.actsmart.act.gov.au                  

-  

 

 

 

Sustainability excellence 
In the Actsmart Schools Sustainability Awards 
2019 Merici College was recognised as School 
of the Year, with Hawker College receiving the 
Highly Commended certificate.  

Both schools achieved 5-star accreditation from 
Actsmart Schools in 2019 after working towards 
sustainability for many years. Achieving accreditation is 
highly significant because it acknowledges the hard 
work invested by students and staff, recognises the 
importance of sustainability within and beyond the 
school community. 

The recognition gained through these awards will serve 
as inspiration as well as justification for continuing to 
improve their sustainability into the future. 

Whilst every school is different it is interesting that 
Merici and Hawker colleges adopted very similar 
strategies and practices to improve their sustainability.  

Resources 

Both Merici and Hawker Colleges prioritised 
sustainability by allocating resources to enable change.  

Both schools allocated funds to invest in sustainability 
infrastructure such as: recycling and compost bins, 
plants and LED lights, and to run events that engage 
the community and promote sustainable behaviours. 

 

Merici College staff and students receiving their award 
from Minister Shane Rattenbury 

 

Merici employs a sustainability teacher and a 
sustainability officer who work closely together. The 
teacher focuses on teaching the sustainability elective 
and managing the garden and educational outreach 
whilst the officer works with the student team and 
coordinates sustainability initiatives across the school.  

 

Hawker College students planting trees to celebrate 
their Actsmart Schools 5 star accreditation 

Team work 

Both schools adopted a team approach. Teachers, 
maintenance staff, the executive and student 
environment teams work together towards common 
goals. Communication between the supporters builds 
effective working relationships ensuring everyone 
moves forward together. Over time momentum 
increases leading to more positive actions.  

Ideas and projects 

Both schools participate in popular events such as Earth 
Hour, Ride to School Day, National Tree Day, Recycling 
Week and World Environment Day. However, each 
school has customised events reflecting ideas 
generated by the community and new opportunities 
that present themselves. Merici’s “Swap Shop” involves 
students swapping each other’s unwanted clothing in a 
shop environment. Hawker created Hawker Tree Day 
which is a whole school planting festival.  

 

Actsmart Schools Awards 

School of the year 2019 

http://www.actsmart.act.gov.au/


The canteen, garden, composting and grounds are central 
in both schools. Gardens engage people in a feel-good 
activity that engenders a feeling of hope amongst our 
students and has a direct connection with the issue of 
climate change with plants sequestering carbon dioxide. 

 

Merici College students working in the greenhouse 

Successful events are repeated, and new events are added 
each year so over time sustainability becomes routine and 
is embedded in the fabric of the organisation. Merici was 
recycling pens through Terrracyle so when Terracyle 
introduced recycling for toothpaste tubes and 
toothbrushes it was an easy add on. Less people question 
the practices because “it’s just what we do around here!” 

Curriculum links 

There is a strong connection between the curriculum and 
sustainability in both colleges. It really helps to have 
subjects that specifically address and teach sustainability.  

At Merici there is a Year 9 and 10 sustainability elective and 
Year 7 sustainability program. Hawker has an agriculture 
elective and engineering unit focussed on renewables. 
These subjects are very practical as they also provide the 
labour to maintain gardens and worm farms, plant trees 
and participate in composting.  

Both schools focus on educating the whole community 
and are seeking partnerships outside the school to set 
more ambitious targets and go beyond 5 stars. 

Assistance from Actsmart 

Actsmart Schools provides a supportive community with 
everyone “on the same page” and is a forum for sharing 
ideas.  

Actsmart Schools facilitate dialogue between students and 
teachers from schools across the ACT through events, 
professional learning and newsletters. Knowledge, ideas 
and experiences are shared which has led to other schools 
adopting successful strategies.  

For example, Merici College show-cased their 
sustainability initiatives to other schools at the 
Actsmart Schools Climate Change Conference – several 
of the attendees were so inspired they have introduced 
similar initiatives such as reusable cutlery at their 
canteens and clothing swaps. Learning from St Francis 
Xavier College, Merici started using a Bokashi bucket 
for staff compost.  

Hawker extended their recycling program to include 
metal used in metal work classes and both cooking and 
automotive oil. 

Benefits 

Students educated about sustainability at school 
influence their friends, teachers and families. Education 
allows the students to be the change that they want to 
see.  

Merici has received positive feedback from families who 
have made behavioural changes as a direct result of 
what their children have learned at school about 
sustainability. The weekly green tips emailed to every 
family have proved popular as they provide practical 
ideas to reduce the impact on the environment.  

Hawker’s student team are highly motivated individuals 
who have changed a whole community. 

 

Merici and Hawker Colleges have persistently 
pursued sustainability through teamwork, 
commitment, the support of the school 
executive, collaboration with Actsmart Schools 
and inspiration from the network of 
sustainability advocates and agencies. 

 
 

 

Actsmart Schools – your sustainability 
facilitators! 

• Support schools across the ACT to bring 
their sustainability actions to life. 

• Opportuntities to share ideas and 
problem solve between schools 

• For more information:  

Actsmart Schools website 

Email: Actsmartschools@act.gov.au 

Phone: 6207 6430 

https://www.actsmart.act.gov.au/what-can-i-do/schools/actsmart-schools
mailto:Actsmartschools@act.gov.au

