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Student teams in action 
Action oriented student environment teams 
across the ACT are kicking serious sustainability 
goals and giving students leadership 
opportunities within their communities.  

Aranda Primary School’s G Force and Caroline Chisholm 
School’s Sustainability Squad won the Actsmart Schools 
Award for Student Leadership Team in 2019 and Dickson 
College’s Sustainability and Action Group (SWAG) and 
Bonython Primary School’s student team were highly 
commended. 

Ingredients for success 

• Activities were student driven with teachers 
providing support and guidance as required 

• Teams raised the profile of sustainability through 
presentations at school assemblies 

• Teams organised participation in whole of school 
events such as tree planting, Earth Hour, National 
Recycling Week and Clean-up Australia Day 

Ideas to inspire… 

Raising funds not only provides valuable resources for 
sustainability projects it also provides avenues to 
promote the teams’ activities and focal points to raise 

 

 
Aranda Primary G Force Power Rangers 

 

  
Caroline Chisholm Sustainability Squad members 

awareness, educate, establish social norms and bring 
the school community together to work on shared 
projects. 

• Aranda was awarded a grant to plant an orchard to 
promote healthy eating and another to print their 
Nude Food cookbook consisting of healthy and 
sustainable recipes from the community.  

• Caroline Chisholm won a grant and secured school 
funding for an organic waste management facility 
and convinced the school to invest in energy 
efficient upgrades.  

• Bonython raised money through participation in 
the ACT Container Deposit Scheme 

• Dickson College SWAG sold hand-made beeswax 
wraps to educate the community and raise money 
for Ocean Clean-Up 

Waste management was an area of high activity for 
teams: 

• Aranda’s G Force expanded its extensive recycling 
to include a sophisticated Lids for Kids collection 
and sorting project; launched their own version of 
Nude Food Day called Tasty Tuesday; engaged the 
canteen to reduce their rubbish on these special 
days; and ran sustainable lunchtime activities at the 
preschool on Tuesdays. 
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• SWAG introduced recycling and compost bins, and 
organised their canteen to replace disposable 
utensils with metal cutlery and porcelain plates 

• Bonython designed modifications to existing bins to 
solve problems with the collection of soft plastics 
and drink containers 

• Caroline Chisholm’s Sustainability Squad 
implemented general recycling, soft plastics 
collection, Container Deposit Recycling and E-waste 
collection  

Data on sustainability can educate the community and 
motivate them to action. Aranda measured waste 
collected on Tasty Tuesdays and monitored classroom 
bins in order to reward individuals and classes at 
assemblies. Caroline Chisholm used data from waste 
audits to formulate their grant application and 
information on energy use to identify how to reduce 
energy consumption. SWAG conducted waste audits 
and surveys to collect data on knowledge of recycling 
which was used to design and implement behavioural 
change strategies. 

Innovations! 

In the Mystery Rubbish Project, Aranda G Force students 
selected a piece of litter on the playground. Students 
were encouraged to pick up rubbish to discover the 
mystery piece. All participating students received a 
ticket for the prize draw of a canteen voucher and the 
winner received two tickets. 

Caroline Chisholm’s Sustainability Squad established the 
ACT’s first community E-waste drop-off centre in 
partnership with WV Technologies both educating the 
community and generating revenue. They established 
Sustainability Ignite – a timetabled sustainability lesson 
once a fortnight for students from Years 7-10 – and 
delivered peer mentored sustainability and recycling 
lessons in the junior and pre-school campuses. 

SWAG at Dickson College collated the data from 
surveys and audits to produce a research paper on 
sustainability practices which was the basis of their 
winning presentation at the 2019 Actsmart Schools 
College Climate Change Conference.  

Bonython Primary have planned a master class on 
sustainability at the Little National Hotel, a winner of 
the 2019 Actsmart Business Awards, to see 

sustainability in action. 

Big picture thinking 

Students in sustainability teams discovered that their 
voice matters, learned and practiced leadership skills 
and saw that their actions resulted in positive 
behaviour changes at school and in homes that make 
a real difference to the environment. Overall, their work 
enables fellow students and the school community to 
make their daily lives more sustainable. 

 

 

Actsmart Schools – your 
sustainability facilitators! 

Actsmart Schools can: 

• Support student teams to bring their 
ideas to life. 

• Provide opportuntities to network 
with students from other other 
schools 

• Provide resources to educate and 
motivate 

• Actsmart Schools website 

Email: Actsmartschools@act.gov.au 

Phone: 6207 6430 

Bonython 
Primary 
students 
with a 
bench at 
their 
school 
made 
from 
90,000 
recycled 
soft 
plastic 
bags! 

Dickson 
College’s SWAG 
– winners of 
electric bikes 
for their 
sustainable 
transport entry 
submitted to 
the Actsmart 
Schools 2019 
Senior Climate 
Change 
Conference 
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